
A Reference number
ISO 11274:1998(E)

INTERNATIONAL
STANDARD

ISO
11274

First edition
1998-07-01

Soil quality — Determination of the water-
retention characteristic — Laboratory
methods

Qualité du sol — Détermination de la caractéristique de la rétention en
eau — Méthodes de laboratoire



ISO 11274:1998(E)

©   ISO 1998

All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced
or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and
microfilm, without permission in writing from the publisher.

International Organization for Standardization
Case postale 56 • CH-1211 Genève 20 • Switzerland
Internet iso@iso.ch

Printed in Switzerland

ii

Contents Page

1 Scope ........................................................................................ 1

2 Definitions ................................................................................. 1

3 Guidelines for choice of method ................................................ 2

4 Sampling ................................................................................... 3

5 Determination of the soil water characteristic using sand,
kaolin and ceramic suction tables ............................................. 5

6 Determination of soil water characteristic using a porous
plate and burette........................................................................ 8

7 Determination of soil water characteristic by pressure
plate extractor ............................................................................ 11

8 Determination of soil water characteristic using pressure
membrane cells ......................................................................... 13

9 Precision ................................................................................... 15

Annexes  ...........................................................................................

A (informative)   Construction of suction tables ......................... 16

B (informative)   Bibliography...................................................... 20


