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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide
federation of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work
of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for
which a technical committee has been established has the right to be
represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting
a vote.

International Standard ISO 31-3 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 12, Quantities, units, symbols, conversion factors.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition
(1ISO 31-3:1978). The major technical changes from the first edition are the
following:

— the decision by the International Committee for Weights and Measures
(Comité International des Poids et Mesures, CIPM) in 1980 concerning
the status of supplementary units has been incorporated;

— a number of new items have been added;

— the non-mechanical units watt hour and electronvolt have been deleted
from this part of ISO 31 (they have been transferred to ISO 31-5 and
ISO 31-9, respectively);

— units in use temporarily have been transferred to the “Conversion fac-
tors and remarks” column.

The scope of Technical Committee ISO/TC 12 is standardization of units
and symbols for quantities and units (and mathematical symbols) used
within the different fields of science and technology, giving, where
necessary, definitions of these quantities and units. Standard conversion
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